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Blue Ribbon Children's Festival
By Eric Nishimura (E4)
On February 28, 2017, the 4th and 5th grade class at Manhattan
Academy went to the Blue Ribbon Children's Festival at the Los Angeles
Music Center. There, they saw the Ailey 2 perform dances. They saw them
perform Alvin Ailey’s masterpiece, Revelations.They also performed I Been
Buked, Didn't my Lord Deliver Daniel, Fix me Jesus, Wade in the Water, I
Wanna be ready, Sinner Man, The Day is Past and Gone, You May Run On,
and Rocka my Soul in the Bosom of Abraham. These were spiritual songs
from the African American Judeo-Christian background. It was important
because this was the music that slaves and African Americans could use
to express their stories and pain. Abby, a fifth grade student said, “My
favorite dances were Wade in the Water and I Want to be Ready. I liked the
dances because Wade in the Water was a more joyful dance with vibrant
colors while I Want to be ready was conveying more of a dark death
feeling.” Adler Vaughan, a fourth grade student stated, “I think my favorite
dances were Wade in the Water and Rocka My Soul in the Bosom of
Abraham. Rocka My Soul I liked because it was more modern and faster,
and Wade in the Water I liked the water cloth movement.” The cloth was
very smooth and the dancers were in the wings moving the cloth up and
down making ripples.
After the performance, the students performed a simplified dance of
their own called Rocka my soul in the Bosom of Abraham. There were
many other schools participating, too. The E4/5 students practiced in their
classroom and in the gym multiple times two weeks before the festival.
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Great Wall of Los Angeles
By Hannah Wu (E3)
On Thursday, March 2, 2017 E3
went on a field trip to the Great
Wall of Los Angeles. E3 went
there to look at the history of LA
from a different perspective.
Dominic’s mom, Mrs. Robley,
and Roman’s mom, Mrs. Brown
volunteered to drive everyone. The
girls went in Mrs. Robley’s car and
the boys in Mrs. Brown’s car.
When E3 arrived at the wall,
they walked along the wall looking
at murals. Each time they got to a
mural they stopped and talked
about it. For example, they saw a
mural of the Chumash, surprised
because the Spanish were
coming. They kept doing this until
they reached the end of the wall.

After they walked by the entire
wall, they went back to the cars
and drove to a park for lunch.
There, they used the restrooms
and ate lunch. Then, everyone
played on the play structure and
played tag. Finally, they went back
to school. E3 made there own
murals. They created pictures

After they danced to Rocka my Soul in the
Bosom of Abraham, the E4/5 students
crossed the street, saw the city hall, and
visited the Stanley Mosk Courthouse. They
looked above the entrance and saw statues
of Moses with his Ten Commandments, a
nobleman with the Magna Carta (Ms. Miller
thinks it might be King John because he was
forced to sign it), and Thomas Jefferson with
the Declaration of Independence.They visited
the statues because these were three
documents that helped formulate the U.S.
Constitution. Afterwards, they crossed the
street and visited the Walt Disney Concert Hall. They climbed up many
flights of stairs that wrapped around the stainless steel building up to the
top. “I thought the Disney building was very architecturally thought out and
had a style that popped out on the street.” said Abby.

5th Graders Move On
By Heidi Robley (E5)
Manhattan Academy is an amazing school, but it only goes through 5th
grade. All of the 5th graders need to find a new school for middle school.
It will be a good experience to make new friends and be in a new
atmosphere. All of the students agree that Manhattan Academy has the
absolute best teachers and has been like a second home! Our friends
have become family, and we will all miss this wonderful institution; but we
all have to move on.
First, Abby is the oldest of the 5th graders, and she has been at
Manhattan Academy since kindergarten. When I asked her about moving
on to middle school, she said, “I am excited because it will be a new, fun
experience, and I will be able to expand my social circle. It will be sad
leaving this school, but I am excited for the new school year.”
Second, Heidi is younger than Abby by three weeks and one day. She
has been at Manhattan Academy since she was eighteen months old.
Heidi has been in every building except the Infant Center because it wasn’t
part of the school when she was a baby. She said, “I am a little nervous to
attend a new school, but I can’t wait to make new friends. I will be going to
Valor Christian Academy, and I can’t wait to be an Eagle.” Manhattan
Academy has prepared Heidi well as she tested into “Honors Math” for
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about problems in their own
community.
When asked about the field trip,
a third grader, Zoe said, “My
favorite part was looking and
learning about all the pictures on
the wall.”
Another third grader, Miko said,
“ I liked the field trip because it
was a way of seeing life in a
different way.”

Our Garden
By Coco Yamane (E1)
Every class in Elementary has
their own garden. Here are the
things that E1 has planted,
harvested, and eaten this school
year. Arjun’s broccoli was called
marathon broccoli. Marathon
broccoli means it just keeps on
growing and growing. We
harvested the broccoli three times
already! Harper, Sonya and I
planted cauliflower in the garden.
It was really good to eat.
Braunwyn planted brussel sprouts
and they were tiny and delicious.
Max planted romanesco
cauliflower and it looked like a
pyramid with a stalk at the end.
Logan and Caleb planted red acre
cabbage but it didn’t grow. Kylie
and Everly’s plants grew well but
did not grow any broccoli. Elle
grew cabbage. Sophia and Nick
grew kale. We used the kale to
make kale chips, but I thought it
could have used some more olive
oil. Now for spring we are planting

sixth grade. Some of her favorite times at Manhattan Academy included
Snow Day, Read Across America, Wacky Wednesday, Summer Camp, and
field trips.
Third, Zaxxon, the newest addition to fifth grade, says, “We move
around a lot, and we are planning to go to a private school. We have not
found one yet because we moved here last year, and we have not had time
to plan what school to go to.” Zaxxon joined MA this year and has been a
great addition to the classroom. So far, Zaxxon has really enjoyed that MA
is a private school and that there are challenges in the classroom.
Lastly, Aidan has been at Manhattan Academy since he was in
kindergarten. Some of his favorite memories include Snow Day, his first
International Studies Night, when his class went to Boston, and when he
got an iPad. “I probably will go to a school close to my house called St.
Mark,” he said, “I am kind of excited, but I don't really know anyone. I might
go to El Segundo, but I probably will not.”
In conclusion, Manhattan Academy is a great school, and the fifth
graders had a great time at Manhattan Academy. They are all really sad to
leave, but excited to meet new friends.

California African American Museum
By Aidan Park (E5)
On January 18th, the E4/5 class of Manhattan Academy, alongside
their art teacher Ms. Balcom, went to the California African American
Museum. The Museum is located in Exposition Park, Los Angeles,
California. The Museum displays stories through photographs and
artwork. Many of the paintings are from the 20th century. The class
explored different exhibits with different types of art. Some were
sculptures, oil on canvas, and many others. The exhibits included the Ease
of Fiction, Taking Place: Selections from the Permanent Collection, and
others. The works are by a variety of African American artists. Richard
Mayhew, one of the painters, was a landscape painter. He joined a group
called Spiral, an African American painters group. Others like Meleko
Mokgosi, painted on large canvases that stretch across the room, and his
art depicted African American society and politics.
The California African American Museum was created to “Research,
collect, preserve and interpret for public enrichment the history, art, and
culture of African Americans with an emphasis on California and the
Western United States.” The Museum opened during the Olympic Games
of July,1984. The museum consists of 3 full size exhibitions, a theater
gallery, a 14,000 square foot courtyard, a research library, art and artifact
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peas, French Breakfast radishes
and the Little Finger Baby carrots.
I hope they are as delicious as the
other vegetables!

storage, a conference room, administrative offices, exhibit design
department and a registrar accession room, covering up 44,000 square
feet.

E1 Does Math Facts
By Sonja Keaney (E1)
We do math facts every day.
We go back and forth between
addition and subtraction. Math
facts is math at your desk while
being timed for 2 minutes.
Everybody is on different levels.
Everybody has different times
completing their work. I usually
complete my work in 1 or 2
minutes. Some people are slower
than me and some people are
faster than me. Everybody likes
math facts for different reasons.
Max likes learning the facts.
Harper likes learning new math.
Coco likes pushing herself to be
faster. Kylie likes stopping when
she has a mistake and working
through it. E1 loves math facts!

Like most field trips, many of the students enjoyed the museum and art. “I
liked that the art wasn't just a drawing or a sculpture, it had a deeper
meaning to it,” commented 5th grade student, Abby Ouaknine. Her favorite
exhibit was Ease of Fiction. “That was my favorite because it was like a
story on how it went left to right, how you could read it and interpret what
the artist was trying to say.”
Furthermore, Adler Vaughan of the 4th grade said, “I liked the picture
that looked like people were moving up to a mountain, going to festival in
a kingdom that was very vibrant and that there were camels.”
Finally, Heidi Robley of the 5th grade added, “My favorite part of the
African American Museum was the long piece of art with twenty-two tiny
houses and long poles coming out from the bottom of each of them. I
liked it because there were a lot of them and they were little. Another one
of my favorite pieces of art was the big colorful art with the paint that
looked like feathers and it had a cool stencil over it. I liked it because it
was colorful and feathery looking.” Her favorite exhibit was also the Ease
of Fiction.
Overall the students had a great time at the California African American
Museum.
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Reading
By Elle Prince (E1)

Riley’s Farm
By Abby Ouaknine (E5)

Reading is looking at someone
else’s writing that tells a story or
it’s just for fun. In reading, there
are words made up of a bunch of
symbols. The symbols stand for
sounds. Letters join together to
make words and words have
meaning. Words join together to
make a complete sentence.
Here are some steps of
reading: First, when you are
reading find the paragraphs. There
are spaces called indentations to
help you. Next, when you read you
have to understand what the book
is about. To understand what the
book is about, you have to
remember what happened in the
different chapters. Finally, in
reading, sometimes there is a
word you can’t read. If you find a
word like that, sound it out. Try not
to read books you aren’t ready for.
There are a lot books you can
read. Like fiction books. Fiction
books are fantasy. That means
that they are not real. There are
also nonfiction books. You can
learn from nonfiction books. There
are also school textbooks. They
are nonfiction. School books help
you with homework like math
books.
In reading , sometimes you
have to read aloud. When you are
reading aloud, don’t read to fast
and don’t read to slow. If you read
a book where the character is

In this past trimester, the 4th and 5th grade class went to Riley’s Farm
in Oak Glen, California. Riley’s Farm holds a yearly event where they stage
a mock battle, the Battle of St. George’s Tavern, which was in 1775 during
the American Revolutionary War. They don't only reenact the battle, the
students got to learn about the Stamp Act, the Quartering Act, how to
weave, and about the Admiral Court.
The students arrived at Riley’s Farm early so they got to have a little fun
with the farm animals. Many of the students pet sheep, goats, and saw
chickens. Next, they were assigned a flag which represented their
Township, and a student got to be the flag bearer. They were in the
township Boston. They were then lead to their first activity by volunteers
and workers dressed to perfection, exactly what people from the era
would have worn. Additionally, every volunteer spoke in a British accent to
represent the time period. The students learned proper etiquette of the
era, got to write with a quill and ink, and held a mock trial where someone
had smuggled un-branded metal into the colony. They also did some
roleplay. Some students were selected to reenact the colonists’ anger
toward the tax collector and express how the people would have reacted
to all the acts such as the Stamp Act, were every piece of paper was
stamped and taxed.
Also, they staged the
Quartering Act, were all
Colonists were forced to
house and feed the
soldiers.
After all the learning,
the real fun began. The
volunteers separated the
groups of kids by their
township, Patriots or
British. All students were
taught the commands of
war using a stick as their weapon. The colonist lined up behind a brick
wall while the British were up on a hill. The mock battle began. The
volunteers used white powder to reenact the gun shots with noise and
color. After the charging British army was defeated, the Patriots
celebrated the success.
During the day the kids earned shillings for getting correct answers,
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talking to you, think from his or her
point of view. Sometimes you read
a book on history out loud. If you
read a book like that, read it like it
was happening right now. Finally
the most important thing is to
read with emotion.
Reading is something I do with
my free time. It clears my mind
and takes me to the place of the
book. Reading relaxes me.
Reading makes me really happy!

which represented points. At the end of the day, the kids with the most
shillings or points won a 5 pound apple pie from the farm’s bakery. After
the tour ended, the students left in their chaperone’s cars and drove back
home.
Ultimately, all the students had a fantastic time and learned hands on
about the experiences of the Revolutionary War. They got to learn about
the troubles and the successes of that era, while the farm volunteers
stayed in perfect character. Everyone had an educational and fun learning
experience.

All About Invertebrates
By Daniel Pack (E2)

Every day our school has lunch. On Monday and Wednesday E1 and E2
have Lunch inside. Tuesday and Thursday E1 and E2 sit outside to eat
lunch. Monday and Wednesday E3, E4 and E5 sit outside. On Tuesday and
Thursday E3, E4 and E5 sit inside. On Friday most students sit outside.
You can chose to sit on the ground or you can chose to sit at a table. Ms.
Balcom sits outside and Maestra Elena sits inside. All the teachers except
Ms. Jackie sits outside on Friday. When it rains we all sit inside.
Every day we have recess after lunch. We start recess at 12:45pm. We
end recess at 1:15pm. Sometimes I play ball tag and sometimes I play
freeze tag or regular tag. Harper, Everly, Coco, Braunwyn, and Sophia play
with Legos. Arjun, Max, Kylie, Caleb, and Nick play either freeze tag or ball
tag. Sonya and Elle play with the big blue ball. Every student in Elementary
has a great time at lunch and recess!

On Monday, February 27, 2017
E1 and E2 watched an animal
show in the Manhattan Academy
gym. They were excited to learn
about invertebrates. E1 and E2
were studying invertebrates in
class so they had Valentine’s
Traveling Animal Show come to
show them real invertebrates. An
invertebrate is an animal that
doesn’t have a backbone. The
students got to hold invertebrates
and observe them. They saw a
tarantula, scorpion, beetles, crab,
clams, spiders and caterpillars.
Michael got to hold a stink beetle,
Isabella got to hold a regular
beetle and Chad got to hold an
earthworm. Everyone felt smart
and like a scientist.

Lunch & Recess
By Logan Pettigrew (E1)
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St. Jude Fundraiser
By Dominic Robley (E3)

Wacky Wednesday
By Chase Johnson (E2)

During the week after winter
break, the E3 students completed
the St. Jude Math-a-thon.
The students participated to
raise money to donate to kids with
cancer. First they logged into a
website for St. Jude. Then they
raised money by asking friends
and family to donate. Then they
donated the money to hospital.
After that they solved math
puzzles. Finally they received
medals for helping St. Jude
Hospital.
When asked about the
Math-a-thon, Miko, a third grader
said “My favorite part was
donating to the St. Jude Hospital.”
Ava, another third grader, replied ”I
liked the part where we got math
booklets and when we got the
certificates and medals.”


On Wednesday, March 8th UP-E5
celebrated Wacky Wednesday at
Manhattan Academy. They did it to celebrate Dr. Seuss’s Birthday and to
have fun. On Wacky Wednesday kids just dress wacky. Colin in E2 wore a
soccer shirt. Aidan in E5 wore fairy wings. Roman in E3 wore a shirt that
goes over his face. Elementary started the day with a catwalk and all the
students got to show off their costumes. After the catwalk they played
Freeze Dance to Justin Timberlake’s song, “Can’t Stop the Feeling”. Elle in
E1 won the Freeze dance game. The classrooms were wacky too. Mrs.
Tang’s class schedule was really wacky and objects were moved around
all over the room. After snack E1-E5 went to the primary building to do a
drum circle. They played wind pipes and drums. At the end of the day
everyone felt good and they can’t wait until next year.
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Field Trip to South Coast Botanic
Garden
By Carter Stickley (E2)
On Wednesday, January 25,
2017, E1 and E2 went to the South
Coast Botanic Garden in Palos
Verdes. E1 and E2 traveled to the
Botanic Garden to observe plants
in the garden. E1 and E2 left in the
morning to go to the garden.
When they got there the classes
split into two groups. Each group
took a tour in the garden. They
saw bamboo, cacti, tiger eye,
succulents, and birds of paradise.
They also saw a vegetable garden
like the one they have at
Manhattan Academy. They also
saw wild animals like a rabbit and
a squirrel. At the end of the field
trip they saw fish in a pond. They
learned a lot and loved it.

Famous Leaders at Academic Carnivale
By Chad Johnson (E2)
On Thursday February, 16th, 2017 at six o’clock all of Manhattan
Academy had Academic Carnivale at the Elementary building. The
students wanted to show off what they had been learning in class. E1
chose famous people and E2 were leaders through time. A few weeks
before Academic Carnivale the students picked their leader or famous
person and then they had to research
them a lot at home. At school E1 and E2
made reports about their famous person.
E2 also made boards about their person’s
life. The boards had pictures and
captions. Everyone had memorize a
speech. At the Academic Carnivale
everyone dressed up as their person and
gave their speech to their friends and
parents. Here are some students and who they dressed up as: Colin was
Martin Luther King Jr., Malacai was Julius Caesar, Carter was Cesar
Chavez, Michael was Gandhi, Harper was Cleopatra, Kylie was Alexander
Hamilton and Nick was Buzz Aldrin. Everyone felt good about themselves
and had a great time!

Read Across America Day
By Zoe Coleman (E3)
On March 1, 2017 the
elementary students participated
in Read
Across
America
Day. This is
a day to
celebrate
reading. The
elementary
students
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wore their pajamas and
brought their own blankets to
build forts. The students all read
their own book in the forts for an
hour. Some of the teachers also
wore their pajamas. The
elementary students were very
comfortable when they were
reading inside the forts.

Box Top Celebration
By Roman Brown (E3)
On March 9, 2017 E1 & E3 won the box top competition and the classes
celebrated with ice cream. A student named Dominic Robley said ”The ice
cream was very rich”. Two students chose chocolate, one chose vanilla
and the rest had both flavors. They had lots of fun eating ice cream. The
teachers in both classes had ice cream sundaes. The classes had a good
time celebrating. A student named Braunwyn said “She got all her box
tops from the cereal Coco Puffs”. Miko said “He liked winning”.

Wacky Wednesday
By Miko Hodzic (E3)
Wednesday 8, 2017 Manhattan
Academy students celebrated
Wacky Wednesday. Students
showed their wackiness by
walking or dancing in front of
everyone. Then students did a
freeze dance game and Elle won.
Elle is in first grade and was very
excited to win. Some people wore
different shoes and socks. Before
lunch, E1-E5 went to the main
building for a drum circle by Free
To Be Me. Everyone got a chance
to play a drum. The students had a
lot of fun. Eric said “ The catwalk
was a lot of fun and to see
everyone’s costumes.” Malacai
said “When we did the freeze
dance game that was awesome

Snow Day
By Hanzo Rehm
On Feb 17, 2017 the E2-E5 students went to the Toyota Ice Skating
Center.
Everyone came to school in the morning dressed for snow. The
teachers chose who went in which car. Next, the students went to the
Toyota Ice Skating Center. Then, they went inside and rented the ice
skates. All the students skated for about an hour. After that, everyone
enjoyed a cup of hot chocolate. Finally, they went back the school.
I asked some people during class time “What part did you like the
best?” Zaxxon said “ The part I liked the best was ice skating.” Adler said “
I liked being able to see the Kings practice up close.”
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and the catwalk was fun too.”

Op-Ed Section


Abigail and John Adams's Opinion on Women's Equality
By Abigail Ouaknine
I believe that in modern times Abigail and John Adams would support women's equal pay, equal educational access,
and equal access to governmental positions. This is indicated when you look at their correspondence; they write with
respect, and both reference women's equality.
Firstly, Abigail Adams was born on November 22, 1744 in Weymouth, Massachusetts, to William Smith and Elizabeth
Smith. In her early life, she was constantly sick which caused her education to falter. Also in this time period, women had
fewer opportunities to learn and educate themselves. Fortunately, her uncle and grandpa owned libraries so she and her
sisters were able to read English and French literature. She was always an open-minded woman and wanted to be known
for her own intellectual capability and not by who she was married to. In 1776, she wrote a letter to John Adams and the
Continental Congress; this is one of her empowering lines, “...[Women] will not hold ourselves bound by any Laws in
which we have no voice, or Representation.” I interpret this as that the women of that era didn’t want to abide by laws in
which they had no voice or representation, thus stating that they had no input on the laws so they shouldn't have to
follow them.
Abigail married her third cousin, John Adams, who eventually became the first Vice President and the second U.S.
President. While her husband was president, she took an active role as First Lady interacting in politics, laws and policy.
She supported many of her husband’s laws such the Naturalization Act, the Alien Friends Act, the Alien Enemies Act, and
the Sedition Act. These acts enabled the president to deport any immigrant from an allied country or an enemy country if
they showed a threat. Also, it enabled the president to extend the time period that immigrants had to be residents in the
United States to gain citizenship (Wikipedia Contributors).
Secondly, John Adams was born on October 30, 1735 in Braintree, Massachusetts (now Quincy, Massachusetts), to
John Adams Sr. and Susanna Boylston. His early life was filled with the desire to obtain a formal education and live up to
his Puritan heritage. From an early age, he craved to be honored. When John was sixteen, he attended Harvard College,
but didn't share his father's expectation that he should become a minister. He became a lawyer hoping it would fulfill his
urge to be important. After the American Revolution in 1789, John lost the first presidential election to George
Washington, and he became the first Vice President. President Washington was elected for two terms with Adams as
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the Vice President both times. John Adams won the third election and became the second President of the United States
(Wikipedia Editors).
Thirdly in modern times, women are fighting to gain equal pay and equal access to all opportunities. Recently, women
have held rallies, marches and events to inform people about what they are fighting for. Women do not get equal pay for
equal work and don't always have equal opportunities because of gender discrimination. This includes women, if having
the right skill set, to be president and hold governmental jobs such as congresswomen (NPR.)
If these heroes were alive in modern times, I feel their opinions on this matter would be that women should only be
judged by their own intellectual capabilities. Recently, Hillary Clinton ran for president and lost. Despite her loss, I feel
both Mrs. and Mr. Adams would support a female president. I believe they would support a female president because
John always respected his wife as an individual, and she always supported more opportunities for women: “She was an
advocate of married women's property rights, more opportunities for women, particularly in the field of education.
Women, she believed, should not submit to laws not made in their interest, nor should they be content with the simple
role of being companions to their husbands (Wikipedia.)” I interpret this as that both Abigail and John would have
advocated women still being individuals and still upholding their intellectual power despite being married. I feel that both
heroes would support women’s full rights and would accept and appreciate a female president and support
congresswomen too. Also, I feel they would support women's equal pay because women are equals and not any less. If
the females are doing the same amount and quality of work, equal pay is necessary. Moreover, there is a lack of female
congresswomen and engineers because of gender discrimination which is unjust; females have equal capability to
males. For all of the reasons above, I believe Mr. and Mrs. Adams would support women's equal rights, equal pay, and
equal opportunity.

Alexander Hamilton’s Point of View on Two Major Topics of The 20th Century
By Eric Nishimura
I think that Alexander Hamilton would oppose a lot of what has happened in the past and what is happening now. For
example, the National Debt is skyrocketing, and the U.S. has built their nuclear arsenal. I think Alexander Hamilton would
pay off the National Debt and would not want to keep the nuclear arsenal.
In the beginning of his life, Alexander Hamilton was born in Nevis, an island in the West Indies, on January 11, 1757.
He was sent to the 13 Colonies by the people of his city. The people of his town gave money to send Alexander to the
mainland for education because they saw what he was capable of. He went to New York.
Alexander Hamilton was important because he became George Washington's top advisor and most trusted aid.
According to Wikipedia, he was the General of the Continental Army for the American Revolution until he became
Washington’s advisor. He was involved as a soldier in the siege of Yorktown, the final battle of the revolution, the Battle
of Harlem Heights, and the Battle of Princeton, and many more. He was also one of the Federalists. Federalists believed
in a strong central government. After the surrender of the British, he became America’s first Secretary of Treasury and
wrote 51 out of 85 articles in the Federalist Papers. The Federalist Papers argued that the U.S. Constitution should state
that the federal government would be stronger than states-rights activists wanted it to be. According to Notable
Biographies, he was a senior officer of the U.S. military under John Adam’s presidency. Most importantly, he also
established the National Bank and made state debts from the Revolutionary War spread out over all the states. Finally, he
also made the coast guard.
Toward the end of his life, he was challenged to a duel by Aaron Burr which resulted in his death. Wikipedia stated that
many people believe that he missed Aaron Burr on purpose because he made pledges to not shoot Burr. After the duel
and Hamilton's death, New York made it so that duels were illegal. Also, Burr lost his political career. Lastly, after James
Madison's loss in the election of 1817 and after Hamilton's death, the Federalist Party weakened.
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Today, the National Debt is skyrocketing. According to the U.S. Debt Clock, the U.S. National Debt is $19.9 trillion
dollars. According to National Priorities Project, the top three areas where we spend money are the military (16%),
Medicare and healthcare (27%), and Social Security (33%). According to The Independent, Russia has 7,500 nuclear
weapons, and the U.S. has 7,200 nuclear weapons. The two other following countries are France and China, France with
300 and China with 250. The nuclear weapon difference from the U.S. and France is 6,900 nuclear weapons. The U.S. has
built its nuclear arsenal from the Cold War. Here is what I think that Alexander Hamilton would think about these topics.
I believe that if Alexander Hamilton came back to life, he would think that the National Debt should be paid now in
order to save the nation. We could do that because we can tax a little more on every U.S. citizen, and we could cut
Obamacare which would cut off a majority of the 27% spending on the Medicare and healthcare which is our second
biggest National Debt-adding program. Also, we can pay what we can afford now so the debt would be smaller and pay
all of it off later. Hamilton would want to pay it off because his father was debt-ridden. To be in debt back in those days
was very serious. You could be imprisoned for not being able to pay off your debt.
In terms of war, Alexander would also not support the idea of the nuclear arsenal because that triggers other nations’
impulses to attack the U.S. Other nations’ impulses are in attack-mode because it makes the U.S. appear more
dangerous because we have so many nuclear weapons. Hamilton wouldn't want the U.S. to be heavily nuclearized and be
attacked by some country. However, he would support the idea of a smaller nuclear arsenal because he would want the
world's countries to be democracies and to defend them from communist threats. Also, in one of his final words, he said,
“If they break the nation they will break my heart.” I think that means that we should be able to defend ourselves under
any circumstances. Also, he created the Coast Guard, and that is a form of defense.
However, the nuclear weapons cost lots of money, and if we borrow to build them we raise the National Debt, which
he would want to pay off. He would believe it would not be worth it because we already have a giant arsenal, and we
don't need more weapons. Also like I said, if we are nuclearized, we are more likely to go into a war, and then we’ll go
deeper into debt by borrowing more money for our army. According to the National Priorities Project, in the year 2015,
military spending spent $598.5 billion, which was 54% of the National Debt. One of the reasons was nuclear weapons.
Therefore, Alexander Hamilton would believe in having a smaller nuclear arsenal or getting rid of it.
In conclusion, I believe that Alexander Hamilton would want to pay off the National Debt and be in support of not
keeping the nuclear arsenal or at least making it smaller.

Benjamin Franklin’s Possible Beliefs on the Travel Ban
By Adler Vaughan
What would Benjamin Franklin think about President Donald Trump’s travel ban, and what would he try to do
about it? According to WhiteHouse.Gov, this is actually called the Executive Order: Protecting The Nation From Foreign
Terrorist Entry Into The United States (1/27/17). Because that name is too long, I will call it the Travel Ban. This is where
legal immigrants, students with Visas, workers with Visas, and refugees have been detained at airports and then taken
back to their country. (This article was written before the second executive order published on 3/6/17.)
Benjamin Franklin was born on January 17, 1706 on Milk Street in Boston, Massachusetts. He was the last of 17 kids
to be born. He was born to a dad who was an English businessman named Josiah Franklin and a stay-at-home mother
named Abiah Folger. At age 10, he stopped his education to work full-time in his father’s candle and soap shop. He also
learned how to read at an early age. I would say that he was the most independent kid I have ever heard of. At an age of
11, he started reading high school books and creating swimming fins for hands. At age 12, he was his brother’s printer
apprentice. His brother James Franklin published The New England Courant, one of the first newspapers in Boston.
Benjamin always wanted to make a newspaper, but James would get mad at him. At age 17, his brother James got
imprisoned so Benjamin Franklin took over the printing press. When his brother returned from prison, Franklin ran away
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to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and worked at several printing shops. While he was there, he also did his kite experiment in
June of 1752. Years later, he was a part of the Society for Promoting the Abolition of Slavery and the Relief of Negroes
Unlawfully Held in Bondage. He was very much against slavery and African-Americans getting treated unfairly. When he
was a founding father, he signed both the Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution. He also helped with the
Revolutionary War and ending it by signing the Treaty of Paris with his 5-person committee including himself, John
Adams, John Jay, Thomas Jefferson, and Henry Laurens.
When it comes to the question what would Benjamin Franklin think and try to do about Donald Trump’s Travel Ban, I
think that he would try to gather a committee and try to negotiate with Mr. Trump’s idea of this ban. By knowing how
useful a committee was for him when he was part of writing treaties and signing the Declaration of Independence, he
could probably form a great committee that could decide how to achieve Trump’s goal of keeping terrorists out of the
country and make it constitutional. The Travel Ban is unconstitutional because it targets people of the Islamic religion,
and the Constitution states that the people have the freedom of religion.
Frankly, Franklin also could negotiate with Mr. Trump because he was in two clubs or committees against races
getting treated unfairly. Mr. Trump’s treatment of Muslims is very racist in my opinion because most Muslims are
African, Asian, Middle Eastern, and Persian (Wikipedia). It just feels like it is racist to me. Franklin would want justice for
all races, and he would fight with his words against Mr. Trump. He would want America to be the land of pure justice. He
would probably try to make a document and get important people to sign it, and then he would make Mr. Trump sign it.
Finally, I think that Donald Trump is targeting only one religion. For example, he is in my opinion trying to seek revenge
by kicking out the Muslims because of 911 and Al Qaeda. I feel like this is a bad decision because Al Qaeda is a small
group compared to a whole religion. Al Qaeda can get away and do something else terrible while Mr. Trump is going
after the Islamic religion.
In conclusion, I think that if Franklin knew about my idea he would agree and form a committee that would repeal the
Travel Ban. I feel like he would agree with me because of his attitude against racism and in favor of freedom of religion. I
feel like he would try to also help Mr. Trump write a law that would be reasonable in terms of keeping terrorists out and
still being constitutional.

George Washington vs Monarchies
By Zaxxon Rehm
I think that George Washington would disapprove of having too much power in the government. Absolute monarchies
are free from all laws. Our government comes with checks and balances to make sure everyone has some power.
Checks and balances is where the three branches can check another branch’s ideas and can make the idea or bill not
become a law. This process makes sure the majority agrees.
As a child, George Washington was born into a rich family that grew tobacco and owned slaves, which he inherited.
According to Wikipedia, three of his six siblings died.
During the first stages of the French and Indian war and after he grew up, he became a senior officer. The French and
Indian war was the first war he was sent to. In the second war, he had more experience so he did better. In 1775, during
the Revolutionary War, the Second Continental Congress made him Commander in Law. In 1776, he managed to force
the British out of Boston. Later that year, when he lost New York City, he was nearly captured and was also defeated. In
the middle of the winter and after the American Army crossed the Delaware River, he won two battles against the British
and retook New Jersey. Because of his strategy, he also captured those two armies. His strategies usually included a
surprise attack. He never would want to stay out in the open most of the time. Out of 20 battles in ten months, he only
lost one-third of his 1,000 men. Fortunately, he escaped without an injury, but once 4 bullets shot through his coat and 2
horses were shot under him. Because of his leadership, he became the first president of the United States in 1789.
Because he was against slavery, in his will he would free all of his slaves after his wife died. He freed about 300 slaves. I
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think he must have changed his thoughts about slavery. He and his wife knew that the future presidents would act like
them, so they decided to set an example. I infer that they freed the slaves because they wanted everyone to have equal
power.
In a similar manner, Washington and his wife knew that how they acted would also affect the future government. He
fulfilled the constitution in his presidency fairly so that way future presidents could not take advantage of power.
According to the Washington Post, nowadays there is a total of 43 countries in the world with a monarchy. In total,
there are 26 monarchies. I infer that each monarchy controls 1 or 2 countries. Absolute monarchy's have so much power
because the fact that they are not restricted by any checks and balances. Saudi Arabia is one of those countries with an
absolute monarchy. So, Abdullah bin Aziz is basically both king and prime minister.
Because George Washington would not accept the name king, I infer that he would disapprove of absolute monarchs
ruling. When they wanted him to be leader, he said that he must follow the constitution and be president for at most eight
years. Some kings like King George III did not allow the thirteen colonies to have representation, but still taxed them.
They basically had no voice. The thirteen colonies basically had to pay just because the king said so. George Washington
knew that if he acted unfair the future presidents would try to take advantage of presidency like King George III taking
advantage of his power.
Most importantly, for the government of a monarchy the crown is passed on through heredity, meaning that it would
be hard to stop the cycle of all of the power being passed on to the next person in the family. If we were to try to make a
monarchy, who would that be? The Constitution states that we are going to have a president, not a monarchy.
Finally, countries with monarchies are like rolling a dice for your president, sometimes the monarch will be smart and
reasonable or the monarch could be selfish and want more power. This was why the 10 Commandments, the Magna
Carta, the Mayflower Compact, and the Constitution are needed because they made everyone equal in power.
Specifically in the Constitution, the writers wanted everyone to have equal power, not just one person or family. Some
people thought of calling George Washington king, but they just fought a war against that control. For the reasons stated
above, George Washington didn’t want one person or family to have all the power. He wanted to make sure the
Constitution had checks and balances. Therefore he wouldn’t like to have a monarchy in the U.S. and in other countries
like Saudi Arabia.

Samuel Adams’ Thoughts on Taxation
By Heidi Robley
Many Americans are putting up with taxation. Other Americans are saying that it's not right to tax people. I think that
Samuel Adams would not approve of taxation on everything except for food, medicine, and prescriptions, though he
might like how those items aren't taxed.
Initially, Samuel Adams was born on September 27, 1722 in Boston, Massachusetts. His parents were Samuel Adams
Sr. and Mary Adams. His three brothers’ names were John Adams, John Adams, and Joseph Adams (It's not a typo.). He
went to school at Harvard College. During his lifetime he had two wives. Their names were Elizabeth Checkley and
Elizabeth Wells. He was also the second cousin to President John Adams. When he got older, he and the Sons of Liberty
boarded three ships in Boston. They threw 342 chests of tea overboard. The “Tea Partiers” were not protesting one tax,
but that all taxes should be gone. That incident is known as the Boston Tea Party (History.com Staff). From this history, I
infer that Samuel Adams would be against taxation.
In modern times, there are taxes on everything except for food, medicine, and prescriptions. For example, when you go
to the Dollar Tree, the signs read that everything is a dollar, but, because of taxation, everything there is actually $1.09.
As I said earlier, Samuel Adams would be against taxation in modern times because when he was alive he was
against it. He signed the Declaration of Independence which states that one of the things that King George III did was the
following: “For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent.” This means taxation without representation. Even though our
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government allows for representation, Samuel Adams would still be against it because he thinks that we should not need
to pay some taxes. I believe that he thought that, if someone doesn't like a tax, then they should not need to pay that tax.
In conclusion, I think that Samuel Adams would be against taxation and he would try to make a change maybe by
leading mobs or protests. Most Americans are putting up with it because they know that our country is in debt; others
want to end taxation because they need money. Samuel Adams would agree with the people who want to end taxation.

Why Thomas Jefferson Would Disagree with Mr. Trump's Immigration Ban
By Aidan Park
Currently, Donald Trump is the President of the United States of America. He has lately signed an Executive Order
Protecting The Nation From Foreign Terrorist Entry Into The United States (March 6, 2017). This was the second
immigration ban, which was similar to the first one because both were a ban of people entering the country from certain
Muslim majority countries. I think Thomas Jefferson would disagree because he believed in freedom of religion, and he
even signed a bill as Governor of Virginia creating religious freedom in Virginia. Given this, Thomas Jefferson would
disagree with the immigration ban.
Initially, I will explain the life and major achievements of Thomas Jefferson. Thomas Jefferson was born in Shadwell,
Virginia on April 13, 1743. He was born in a very prominent family. His father was a skilled farmer and made the first
accurate map of Virginia. His mom descended from English and Scottish royalty. His first formal education was when he
attended a local private school at 9 years old. He loved to read, play his violin, and play in the woods. He attended
William and Mary College in Virginia. Although it was the first college in Virginia, the students were not serious in their
learning. The serious Jefferson studied with old scholars. He read law under George Wythe, a very successful lawyer. He
took a 5 year course under Wythe, still at William and Mary. From 1767-1774, he argued and won many cases as a
lawyer.
Two years later in 1776, the government of the United States selected five people to draft a Declaration of
Independence. They (including Jefferson) wanted to break away from England. For 17 days, Thomas Jefferson created
one of the most important documents in American History. Benjamin Franklin, Jefferson, John Adams, Robert Livingston,
and Roger Sherman all made large contributions to American independence by writing the Declaration of Independence.
Before writing the Declaration of Independence, Jefferson demonstrated his belief of religious freedom. He was voted
into the Virginia House of Burgesses in 1768, before the American Revolution, alongside famous leaders like George
Washington. He later became the Governor of Virginia. As governor, he created religious freedom in Virginia by writing
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom in 1777. After becoming a governor, he became the Vice President of the
United States under John Adams. Since he was the Vice President, he needed to occupy his 4 year term. To occupy that,
he created the Manual of Parliamentary Practice. This means a manual of how to make laws for legislatures.
In 1800, he became the 3rd President of the United States of America. His first term was very successful. He cut
taxes on whiskey and tobacco. Even though he cut taxes, he still managed to lower the national debt. He lowered it by
selling land and using import taxes to his advantage. He also fought the Barbary Pirates who were destroying commerce
between the United States and the Mediterranean Sea by sending a naval squadron to attack them. His most famous
accomplishment was the Louisiana Purchase. He more than doubled the size of the country for the bargain price of $15
million from Napoleon Bonaparte of France.
Although his first term was very successful, his second term was not as efficient. He did not go into the Napoleonic
wars between England and France. Because of this, he declined any sort of trade between the U.S. and Europe. This
turned out to be a terrible decision. It wrecked the American economy as exports went from $108 million to $22 million.
After his presidency, Thomas Jefferson returned to Virginia, and he became a farmer. He also spent decades working
on the founding of the University of Virginia. He created the campus, and he hand-picked scholars to be the teachers.
The day it opened on March 7, 1825 remained one of the proudest days of Jefferson’s life.
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What would Thomas Jefferson say about Donald Trump’s immigration ban, in our modern times?
Lately, Donald Trump has been elected as the president of the United States, and has served for about a month and a
half by the time this article has been written. One of the first things he did was ban Muslim immigrants or refugees from
7 different countries. (The new ban is for only six countries.) The countries included Somalia, Libya, Yemen, Syria, Iraq,
Iran, and Sudan. This executive order was very controversial. Many also said it is unconstitutional. According to Pbs.org,
Trump had let Christians enter from these 7 countries, but he had not let Muslims. This differential treatment showed a
binary, that Christians are better, or “more superior” than Muslims. We have also had problems similar to this before
regarding race. Racist binaries have been made in the past, and this could be a start to a new religious one. America has
had a long history of slavery and racism. We have imprisoned Japanese people in internment camps, had slavery and
segregation, and this could be a new start to a different type of racism. Other countries around the world have also had
similar forms of racism. Germany had a Holocaust, imprisoning all Jewish people. Germany started by chipping away at
Jewish people's rights. On Irish Central, Eva Schloss (a Holocaust survivor) said “I think [Trump] is acting like another
Hitler by inciting racism.”
Supporting religious freedom, Jefferson referred to religious liberty in the state of Virginia and wrote about it in the
Declaration of Independence, that ”All men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness.” This means all people are created
equal and that they have the rights of happiness, freedom, and liberty. This relates to religious freedom because
everyone deserves the rights of happiness. If you are not worshipping how you would like to, you are not happy. I know
that that Thomas Jefferson would argue against the ban. He would say that everyone deserves religious freedom. He
also would have said that the ban was unconstitutional. In the first amendment in the Constitution, it guarantees
freedom of religion, expression, assembly, and right to petition. It forbids the government from promoting one religion
above another, or restricting an individual's religious practice. Jefferson would agree with this because he was an
ambassador to France during the signing, and his good friend, James Madison, wrote much of the constitution.
The fact that Donald Trump wants to have a database tracking down all Muslims in the country indicates his worries
or not about the seven countries; his worries are about Muslims. The population of Muslims in the country is over 10
million, and it would be very hard to keep track of all those people. Mr. Trump has commented that on 9/11 thousands of
Muslims were cheering on rooftops in New Jersey. Trump did not supply any evidence for this. Based on Mr. Trump’s
opinions, I infer Jefferson would not believe that, and he would fight for Muslims like many other lawyers around the
country. He would make a contribution somehow, someway. Jefferson might comment on the saying America is the
“Land of Immigrants.” Don't get me wrong, I do support Donald Trump. However, Mr. Trump is saying many Muslims are
radicalized, but are his ideas radicalized?
In conclusion, I believe that Thomas Jefferson would go against the immigration ban. He would say it is
unconstitutional and inappropriate. Thomas Jefferson would say the ban fails in providing equality for all people of
different religions in America. Trump's first ban was very important and controversial. The second ban still provides
controversy. Due to Thomas Jefferson’s actions in his lifetime, he would not support Donald Trump’s immigration ban.
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Upcoming Events
April 3- Payment #9 due
April 5- MAPTA Meeting 5:30pm
April 7- Free Dress Day
April 7- SCHOOL CLOSES AT NOON
April 7- Family Cardio Challenge (UP-E5) 8:00am
April 10-14- SPRING BREAK/SCHOOL CLOSED
April 27- Art Gala 5:30pm-7:00pm
May 1- Payment #10 due
May 1- Staff Appreciation Week
May 1-5- ERB Testing
May 5- Free Dress Day
May 13- MAPTA Spring Carnival
May 18- World’s Fair 5:30pm-7:00pm
May 25- NO SCHOOL P/T Conferences 8:00am-3:00pm
May 29- NO SCHOOL
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