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STUDENT LED AND STUDENT RUN!   

      
 

 

 

 

Manhattan Academy’s World’s Fair 

Written by: Roman, E2 Student, & E3 & E4 collectively 

 

E1 presented the States of Matter.  Nina did the introduction.  Savannah taught about solids.  Isabella talked about liquids.  Michael presented gas.  Colin 

did Earth Matter.  Daniel and Rishaan presented the Water Cycle. Malacai taught about matter in living things. E1 performed an experiment and a 

molecule show.  It was a great night. 

 

E2 students studied the elements and were chemists in the E2 classroom. They wanted to show people what they had been working on for the year and to 

teach about the elements. People got to see a movie that was about how the elements are made. Everyone memorized a speech about their element. 

Roman studied Chlorine, Ava did Boron, and Weston studied Calcium. They had to do a lot of work and were exhausted at the end of the night. Dominic 

said, “I gave a lot of speeches and saw E4’s play.” 

 

In E3, the students displayed a variety of impressive work.  The main event was the Rube Goldberg Machine they created for World’s Fair.  The machine 

used all six simple machines.  This took at least a month to build.  E3 also presented Prezis (slideshows about United States citizenship), Pic Monkeys 

(pictures created on the computer), and a large mural showing environmental problems.  Finally, the students shared their research projects and poetry 

books.  All of these showed what they learned and how they can use the computers. E3 did many things at the World’s Fair. 

 

E4 performed a variety of different monologues depicting the origins of California and how it came to be a state that the United States is proud to call one 

of their spectacular fifty. The title was California: Greatness from the Start, and it spotlighted four historical figures from five different eras in time. Mia 

Coleman played Toypurina, a Tongva Medicine Woman who led a rebellion against the San Gabriel Mission. With his horse by his side, Don Antonio 

Lugo, played by Heidi Robley, explained his life as a vaquero and how he fought pirates in Santa Barbara. Abby Ouaknine played the part of Alvin 

Coffey, an African American pioneer who wrote a biography about his adventures as a frontiersman and 49er who freed his family from slavery by 

paying $4500 worth in gold. Wearing a fur pelt draped over his shoulders, Aidan Park portrayed James Beckwourth, a frontiersman, fur trapper, pioneer, 
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gold miner, card dealer, and hotel keeper. He was also mistaken to be the lost son of a Crow Native American Chief. The show ended with Ray Charles 

singing California, Here I Come during which people were allowed to pan for gold. 

 

Both E3 and E4 made and raced solar cars in a Solar Car Tournament (SCT).  Ms. Rushing helped the students design and build the individual 

cars.  First, students made a prototype in class with recyclable materials. Then, they made a car out of wood.  Students used strong lights on the PV cells 

to make the cars move.  Students had to wear lab coats and thick, cloth and rubber gloves in order to hold the light sources without burning 

themselves.  Ms. Rushing made a track about 5 feet long and painted like a road. Mia Coleman, an E4 student, came out to be victorious in the SCT. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Great Wall of Los Angeles 

By Adler, E3 student 

 

 

On Friday March 25, 2016, E3 went to the half-mile long Great Wall of Los Angeles. E3     also brought along Ms. Balcom, Ms. Camfield, and 

Mrs. Nishimura. This mural shows the period of time when people immigrated to America to the 1960s. Ms. Balcom came to tell E3 about the art side of 

the mural. 

The Great Wall of Los Angeles is a beautiful mural from the immigrants’ point of view. This meant it wasn’t a mural from those who 

conquered Los Angeles, but the immigrants’ instead.  

 

After they all went to the park and before eating the students drew pictures of what they remembered from the Great Wall. This make a 

connection to the Great Wall because it was seeing if they really had the great wall in their heads.   

 

Eric, an E3 student, stated, “I think The Great Wall of Los Angeles was an experience to see the immigrants’ point of view. It was also an 

educational and active field trip that let us interact with Ms. Balcom and Ms. Flickstein.” 
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The 3rd Annual Egg Drop 

By Eric, E3 Student 

 

On June 13, 2016 the Elementary kids from 2nd to 4th grade participated in the sixth annual 

Egg Drop. The Egg Drop took place at the Elementary Building. The Egg Drop is when students from 

E2 to E4 put an Egg into a device and drop it. The E1ers clean up the mess.  

 

    This year's’ Egg Drop was based on WALL-E. The three levels were Novice, which allows you to use 

5 materials maximum, Scholar, which allows you to use 3 materials maximum; and there is WALL-E, 

which allows you to build and a WALL-E character. 

 

    For E3 and 4, they were only allowed to get recyclable materials. They had to purchase Duct Tape by 

using fake pesos, earned by doing their homework. 

 

Ms. Rushing, the science teacher said, “The egg drop is a unique experience that allows 

children to incorporate many of the lessons from the school year into one project. It covers science with 

gravity, force, resistance, and force. It covers engineering with design, testing, adjusting, and 

redesigning. Most importantly it makes science FUN!!!” 

 

    In addition, Ava, an E2 student said, “I was nervous about the egg drop. I think if I had more time I 

would have been able to make my thing better.” 

 

Aidan, a fourth grade student said” I was nervous and confident at the same the same time, but when my 

egg survived, I was relieved. If I did not use my device I would have used prototype 1. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Kidspace Museum 

By Roberto, E3 student 
 

On Wednesday April 13, 2016, E3 went to the Kidspace Museum in Pasadena because E3 was studying simple machines. The museum had 

many different activities to see how simple machines worked. 
 

The students used what they saw at the museum to create the marble run for the World's Fair. 
 

Adler, a third grade student, said, “My favorite activities at Kidspace were pulling our bodies up on the chairs and the giant levers. I liked the 

giant levers because they were good for learning and they were very exciting.” 

 

 

 

 
June 2nd Art Gala 

June 13 Elementary awards 
June 15 Last day of School 

June 20th 1st day summer camp 

 

 
July 4th Independence Day no school 

 

 
Aug 26th Last day summer camp 
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Getty Villa Field Trip 

By Dominic, E2 student 

 

On Wednesday June 8, 2016 E2 and E3 went to the Getty Villa to learn about Ancient Romans. It was also for E2 to get to know E3 better and 

for a last day field trip. 

Some E2 and E3ers got to draw mummies. All of the students saw a real mummy. They also got to learn the secrets of the museum. Some of the 

secrets were that the Getty Villa has paint ghosts. That means the ghosts eat paint. Another secret was that there is also a mummified bird in the mummy 

at the museum. Ava said, “We got to draw mummies and we saw a picture made of tiny rocks.” 

After that, they ate lunch, saw a statue they could touch, then they went back to school. They all had a good time. 

 

Getty Center Field Trip 

By Weston, E2 student 

 

 On Wednesday, May 25, 2016 E1 and E2 went to the Getty Center. They went there to learn about different art and as their end of the year 

field trip. 

 E1 saw kings and queens. They also saw beds of kings and queens. Daniel from E1 said, “We saw bones, kings and queens, and king’s and 

queen’s beds.” E2 looked at pictures and they also tried to draw “Irises” by Vincent Van Gogh. After, Ms McIlraith bought E2 pencils and colored 

pencils. Eliana from E2 said, “We looked at pictures and tried to find the story of it.” 

 Afterwards, they rode the tram down and had lunch. It was really cold, but it was a fun field trip. 
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  Boston!!! 

 
The Battle of Bunker Hill 

By: Abby, E4 student 

 

My class, E4landia of Manhattan Academy, went to Boston, Massachusetts on a class field trip. We went through the company Explore 

America and traveled with 3 other schools. We went to Boston to learn and experience what the true reality of our country use to be. On May 20, we flew 

into the Logan International Airport.  In Boston, we traveled the city and saw many of the historical sites. On the second day, May 22nd, we went to The 

Bunker Hill Monument. The monument is located in Charlestown, Massachusetts. “Charlestown is the oldest section of Boston just across the Charles 

River” according to Ms. Miller.  It was built in 1825-43 by Willard Solomon, with the intended architectural style of an obelisk. While there, we climbed 

up the 294-step monument. The hot air filling the 221 foot granite building was overwhelming. Many people were coming up and down. Once at the top, 

we had a beautiful view of the city and the glimmering water.  Coming down was easier because of gravity, and the air got slowly cooler as we 

descended.  We took a quick rest in the monument’s artifact building.  Mia Coleman states about the climb that “I felt good, I wasn't tired; but I think the 

grown-ups were conked out, and their legs hurt for the rest of the trip.  That was really funny.” Heidi Robely also comments, “Well, by the time we 

reached the top of the stairs, my legs felt like they were on fire, though the view was pretty; and it was worth the climb up to the top.” At the bottom, we 

took photographs and ran around on the greenery surrounding the monument. 

 

June 1775: A battle broke out between the American Patriots and the British soldiers. At that time, the British held Boston under military rule 

so the people of Boston, The American Patriots, didn't feel like they had a say in running their own colony.  The American Patriots didn't like that, so 

they decided to fight back. William Prescott, the American Patriots’ leader, took his militia to Bunker Hill, but then moved his troops south to Breed’s 

Hill.  The Battle of Bunker Hill was actually fought on Breed's Hill.  This may have been because Captain William Prescott wanted a better vantage point 

into Boston for canon-angle purposes.  Meanwhile, the American Patriots were running out of gunpowder, so they were commanded to refrain from 

shooting until the enemy was around 50 yards away.  This was because the American Patriots used muskets, and they were not far-range guns.  The 

Americans’ cartridges “went out like an old candle,” wrote William Prescott, who commanded the hilltop redoubt.  The American Patriots soon resorted 

to throwing rocks, and they eventually swung their muskets “at the bayonet-wielding British pouring over the rampage” (Smithsonian Mag).  The British 

stormed Breed’s Hill multiple times before forcing the American Patriots to retreat back to Bunker Hill. When the American Patriots retreated after two 

hours of fighting, “1,054 British soldiers—almost half of all those engaged” were wounded or had perished during the battle.  “The dead lay as thick as 

sheep in a fold,” wrote an American officer (Smithsonian Mag). I believe this simile means that there were so many soldiers that had died in battle that it 

looked like the sheep's fur folded over on top of itself making it pretty thick. In comparison to the British deaths, only 400 American Patriots were 

wounded and had died. Nearby spectators, including Abigail Adams and her son John Quincy, cried at the flames and the “thunders of the British 

cannons” - that is how brutal the battle was on these soldiers (Smithsonian Mag). 

 

To summarize, the history behind the beautiful, giant-like commemoration is truly spectacular. I had an amazing time at the Bunker Hill 

Monument.  I could truly feel the momentous importance of the Battle of Bunker Hill.  Being on the same ground is just something unexplainable. 

Overall, I enjoyed the monument and our whole visit to Massachusetts.  

 

  
   
 
       
 

 
  
 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boston,_Massachusetts


| Issue 5 6 

 

 

 

 

 
JFK Library Trip 

By:Aidan Park, E4 student 

 

    On May 23, 2016 in Boston, Massachusetts, the four lucky schools of the Explore America Boston Field Trip went to the John Fitzgerald Kennedy 

National Library. Kennedy was the 35th President of the United States. He was the President from 1961 to 1963. These schools went to Boston to collect 

data on American History.  When they entered, they watched a film about Kennedy’s life, childhood, running for president, and more.  Following the 

film, the schools got to wander around. The JFK Library included many exhibits: presidential documents, photos, facts on the life of Kennedy, 

information on his family, letters, gifts from other countries, etc. The information related to many problems the country had to overcome. Also, there 

were many TV’s because they were in the process of becoming very popular in the 1960’s. The exhibits included Space Race, Briefing Room, Oval 

Office, Campaign Trail, and more. The artifacts within the exhibits consisted of the first lady’s clothing, the Takouba Sword, a gift from the Republic of 

Niger to Kennedy, a silver vase from Cambodia, among other items. Many students enjoyed this magnificent experience including Manhattan Academy 

student Abby Ouaknine who commented on the trip, saying: “I thought it was very cool too see all the real items they had and used.” Also, Manhattan 

Academy student, Heidi Robley, described her experience: “I liked the video screening, and I liked the room where the map was shown with all the red 

and blue states and the percentage of what Kennedy and Nixon got in every state.”      

       

     

    I deeply appreciated the JFK Library because of how much I learned from it and how astonishing the exhibits were. It is amazing to me how Kennedy 

could handle such a situation, like African American civil rights so well. Martin Luther King’s famous speech on the March on Washington was during 

Kennedy’s term as president. Segregation was a major social problem, and Kennedy took action to this, which I think is admirable. President Kennedy 

addressed the nation, explaining that this is a huge constitutional problem and a moral one as well. He submitted civil rights legislation to Congress.  

 

My favorite exhibit was the Space Race where the United States and the Soviet Union (present-day Russia) were in a competition to take the 

first steps on the moon.  In addition, there was a huge map explaining the relations between America and other countries. For example, the Soviets were 

providing weapons to Cuba. The Americans were highly concerned because of how close Cuba is to America. Furthermore, replicas like the Taj Mahal 

Lamp and the Mexican Liberty Bell were very realistic.  

 

          Before the students left, there was a huge glass room meant to be a site of contemplation for the Kennedy’s memory. Kennedy was an honorable 

man, and as a President he spoke very scholarly, as he did throughout his entire life. He went to one of the best academic schools in the country, Harvard. 

Kennedy was also honorable in many other categories in life. When he was a soldier in World War II, his warship was rammed by a Japanese Destroyer 

and was cut in half.  The shock of being launched into the water was so impactful, it wounded his back, which was already in bad condition. Fighting 

through the wound, he swam with a fellow soldier on his back, to a nearby island. The Navy honored Kennedy with the Purple Heart, showing the profile 

of George Washington, per the JFK Library website. He was also presented with the Navy Marine Corps Medal.  The medals were presented in June 

1944. Kennedy was a huge American icon and will be remembered from generations to come.  

 

Finally, the students went back to their tour bus. In conclusion, many enjoyed the field trip and would appreciate going back.    
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Harvard 

By: Mia Coleman, E4 student 

 

I went to Harvard on May 22nd.  The fourth grade class from Manhattan Academy went with the company Explore America and 3 other 

schools to see what historic Harvard is like because it is the very first college in America.  There, I saw numerous longstanding red and white brick 

buildings surrounding a wet grassy common.  I smelled moisture, dirt, and grass.  I tasted the old, cold Harvard air.  I heard lots of quiet footsteps and 

people talking.  When we walked down the pathway through the verdant common, we saw the John Harvard statue.  E4landia rubbed the left foot of the 

statue, and it felt smooth and warm, probably because people kept touching it.  It was just amazing to be there with everyone.  Abby Ouaknine states, “I 

liked how the overall atmosphere in Harvard Square seemed ecstatic and fresh.  I thought it was strange how his one toe was shining, probably because 

that was toe that rubbed most frequently.” 

 

 E4 student, Aidan Park, says “I thought it was amazing because of the Statue of 3 Lies and how I am standing on a campus I want to go to.” 

Aidan refers to the statue of John Harvard.  First, John Harvard was not really the founder of Harvard.  Several men in a group founded New College in 

Cambridge.  Then, John Harvard died.  He left half of his money and his entire library to the college.  As a result, to honor him they named the college 

after him.  Second, the date on the statue, 1638, was not really the date Harvard was founded; it was really founded in 1636.  Third, the statue of John 

Harvard is not really what he looked like.   

 

Some more facts about Harvard include the following information: First, Harvard is part of the Ivy League, meaning that they have a good reputation and 

high academics. Furthermore, Harvard is a Division I college, meaning they are recognized by the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) for 

their amazing sports programs.  Second, Harvard is a very expensive place.  The tuition is 41,632 dollars, and the total bill is 64,4oo dollars to 69,600 

dollars.  Third, on average, Harvard only accepts 7.2% of applications yearly.  85% of Harvard students are from Massachusetts.  Only 2% of students 

through history have flunked Harvard.  75 Nobel Peace prize winners went to Harvard.  Some people say if you rub the left foot of the statue of John 

Harvard you will have a chance to go there.  Finally, the Harvard Seal reads “Veritas” which means truth in English.    
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Salem Witch Museum 

by: Heidi, E4 student 

 

    When E4landia of Manhattan Academy visited Boston and surrounding areas for a school field trip in May of 2016, they went to many different 

places. One of the places they went to was Salem, which they visited on May 24, 2016, the last day of their trip. The day was drizzly. The air was full of 

moisture. Ms. Miller, their teacher, thought that “the weather provided an excellent backdrop for entering the museum.” The museum Ms. Miller was 

referring to was the Salem Witch Museum, which talked about the Salem Witch Trials.  

 

    Inside of the Salem Witch Museum, it was really dark. In the middle of the room, there was a bright red circle. It had the names of all the people who 

were either hanged or pressed to death. First, we could hear someone talking, but I did not know where the voice was coming from. Next, I looked up 

because one of the scenes above my head lit up. The first scene I saw was a monstrous demon figure with bright red eyeballs. That represented their fear 

of being taken over by a devil. The next couple of scenes I saw showed female mannequins attempting to run around and rip out their hair. In the 

meantime, the narrator's dark, creepy, and masculine voice was explaining the hysteria of the time period. I thought that the mannequins were really 

terrifying. Aidan said, “I think the mannequins were a great way to act out the witch trials.”  

 

We learned that, in 1692, the Salem Witch Trials started with Reverend Samuel Parris’s daughter, Betty, and his niece, Abigail Williams, 

acting freaky and peculiar. Three more girls joined and blamed people for bewitching them. The most well-known people blamed were Sarah Osborne, 

Sarah Good, Tituba, and Rebecca Nurse. They went to trial and were found guilty. They were thrown in prison. The children blamed lots of other people, 

too. People thought that the imprisoned people’s spirits still haunted them, so the accused witches were hanged or pressed to death. Twenty people were 

found guilty out of hundreds, but others were still thrown in prison. Fourteen of the people who were executed were women. Nineteen people were 

hanged, and one man was pressed. The hysteria finally ended with Governor Phips calling off the trials because his very own wife was accused. Members 

of the jury as well as Anne Putnam apologized for their misbehavior.  

 

 

In conclusion, I think it is great to know what happened in history because if you don't know what happened, we might make the same mistakes that other 

people made in history. We know now not to accuse people without evidence. It is not okay to execute people if they are not guilty; even if you think 

they are guilty, you need evidence. It is not okay to do anything that happened in the Salem Witch history. “I learned a lot of information from the Salem 

Witch Museum, but the way they presented their information was slightly disturbing, “stated Abby Ouaknine. Mia Coleman said, “I thought that it was 

the creepiest and scariest thing I have ever seen. It gave me nightmares for the rest of the trip.” Overall, this part of the trip was very educational, and I 

really enjoyed it. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


