
 

 
1740 Manhattan Beach Blvd. 
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 

 

www.manhattanacademy.com 
Infants � Toddlers � Preschool � Elementary � Middle School  

Summer Day Camp � Enrichment Program 
 

MANHATTAN 
ACADEMY 

 

“…the world at our doorstep…” 

 

 



Over a quarter of a century ago, Manhattan Academy 
opened its doors to a one-room Montessori schoolhouse 
in Manhattan Beach, California. Inside, the teachers set 
the goal of enabling preschool-aged children to enjoy a 
world of discovery and to reach their social, academic 
and physical potential. Over the past thirty-plus years, 
the school has grown and evolved. No longer a one-room 
preschool, the Academy now boasts a large campus, 
housing students ages six weeks through middle school. 
Manhattan Academy is proud of the reputation it has 
built in the community as a premier environment for 
young students.  Through the progression of our 
program, from infants to middle school, our students 
have been able to build consistently on the foundation 
they have developed at the lower grades, constantly 
excelling at every stage. 

Though two trees might be planted side by side, they will still grow at different rates.  So it is with children.  It is 
for this reason that Manhattan Academy is committed to providing a program that answers the needs and 
interests of the individual child.  The school is a place where independence, creativity, free choice and self-
assessment are encouraged.  It is a community devoted to illuminating a child’s sense of importance and value, 
where uniqueness and self confidence can flourish – a place where individuality and differences are celebrated.  
Once students enter our doors, they embark on a world of discovery where they experience the joy of learning 
and have their imaginations ignited. They develop a reverence for education and are given the tools to begin their 
journey as educated, productive, successful citizens.  
 

The staff at Manhattan Academy consists of educated, 
experienced and nurturing professionals with one goal in 
common: creating an environment where students’ 
intellectual capabilities are stimulated and their emotional 
well-being is maintained.  Our teachers are credentialed 
with many years of classroom experience, enabling them to 
teach effectively and creatively, motivating their students 
to seize the many exciting and challenging opportunities 
with which they are presented at Manhattan Academy.  
Our elementary staff is also readily available for one-on-
one tutoring at no additional cost. 

Here at Manhattan Academy, our vision for the future is 
to provide all students with a community in which they 
feel safe and secure.  Our individualized learning 
environment provides a place where students feel 
confident to take flight, accepted when they stumble and 
encouraged to try again.  In addition to fostering academic 
excellence, Manhattan Academy’s hands-on approach to 
learning will take students on a journey of cognitive, 
social, creative, physical, technological and moral 
development, laying the seeds for them to grow into 
intellectually curious, productive, caring people.   
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The Montessori philosophy of Manhattan Academy’s Toddler and Primary programs attempts to capitalize 
on the natural hunger for knowledge that each child possesses in order to cultivate a lifelong motivation to 
learn and grow. This method of education will enhance the potential of your child by using stimulating 
materials to ensure that the classroom is an exciting place for each student to learn.  Education at 
Manhattan Academy’s Montessori Community is driven by each child’s independent curiosity and self-
motivation, helping him/her develop a strong self-concept, along with cognitive abilities and social skills.   

Practical Life: 
The Montessori philosophy stresses practical 
life activities as a premier method for 
developing fine motor skills and coordination.  
Such activities include wet and dry pouring, 
cutting, stitching, sorting, and more advanced 
activities, such as self-buttoning, zipping, 
sweeping, polishing, greetings, serving, and 
flower arranging. These activities encourage a 
sense of independence and self-confidence and 
also help to build concentration skills, a sense 
of order and an attention to detail that will be 
used in language arts and mathematics 
learning. 
 
Sensorial: 
Children at this age learn best through direct 
contact with their environment by means of 
their senses, and the Montessori philosophy 
capitalizes on this.  We expose children to 
specific materials intended to teach through 
the use of different textures, multiple shapes 
and sizes and varying sounds and smells.  By 
isolating one particular attribute of an object 
(i.e: smell, shape, texture) we help the children 
distinguish and categorize the wealth of 
information before them.    
 

 

 

“I am so impressed with how much fun 
the school makes learning; most of the 
time they are having so much fun, they 
do not realize how much they are 
learning!  I feel I have given my 
children a strong foundation for their 
school years to come.” 

- Julie Carew (MA Parent) 
 

Montessori Community: Toddler and Primary  
 



 
 
Language: 
Here at Manhattan Academy, we infuse our language 
curriculum into our sensorial and practical life activities 
in order to create a solid foundation for these young 
students.  The children begin to associate each activity, 
symbol, and tool with a word, reinforcing their language 
acquisition through use of the object.  Additionally, the 
coordination skills developed in the practical life and 
sensorial activities will also begin to stimulate those 
muscles used in writing.  The plethora of exciting 
Montessori language materials facilitates a greater ease 
in the mastery of letter recognition, phonetics, word 
formation, and grammar rules.  Students grasp 
language concepts early on, all while having fun. 
 
 
 
Math: 
In the area of mathematics, our philosophy stresses the introduction of concrete, hands-on methods of 
learning and a gradual shift to more abstract concepts as the student progresses.  Each child masters a 
mathematic skill at his/her own pace, utilizing the specific Montessori materials to propel them into a higher 
level of understanding.   The materials make math more intelligible and fun.  Mathematics is infused into 
many daily activities here at Manhattan Academy, such as identifying the date on the calendar, using 
number puzzles, or properly ordering numbers in succession.   

Music and Art: 
Along with our emphasis on self-motivation, comes our stress on individual creativity and imagination. Each 
day, our students sing and dance, expressing themselves musically, playing musical instruments and 
discovering the concepts of rhythm.   Our art sessions are also a time for our students to utilize their 
imaginations, while exploring the concepts of texture, color, shape and hand-eye coordination.  The children’s 
musical and artistic abilities are showcased yearly at our Art Gala and vocal concerts. 
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“I love school…I really do!” 

- Heidi Robley 
Primary 

 
“Everyone is your friend here.” 

- Drew Beimel 
7th grade 

 

Montessori Community: Toddler and Primary  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Manhattan Academy offers an academically rigorous 
elementary and middle school program within a safe and 
nurturing environment. Through hands-on, interactive 
experiences, students become enthusiastic participants 
in the acquisition of knowledge, rather than passive 
recipients of information.  In essence, we believe that 
children should live their education, not just receive it.  
The curriculum is designed to be academically 
stimulating, creatively rich, dynamic and joyful with 
innovative programs to motivate and challenge the 
students.   
 
Language Arts: In order to be effective communicators 
as adults, a firm foundation of the intricacies of 
language must be laid.  From the beginning, students at 
Manhattan Academy go on an exciting journey of 
language, exploring literature of varying genres, 
acquiring creative writing proficiency, polishing research 
paper development, engaging in public speaking 
activities, honing spelling and grammar skills, and more. 
 
 

 

  
Science: Our curriculum creates an exciting environment in which to study the amazing worlds of life, 
physical and earth sciences.  Through hands-on techniques and experiments, students are motivated to 
explore the laws of physics, the mysteries of outer space, the building blocks of our earth and more.  Our 
annual science fair, in which students present projects in their individual area of scientific interest, is a 
wonderful way to culminate the year of study. 
 
 

Mathematics: As with other areas in our 
curriculum, mathematics at Manhattan 
Academy is a subject that is experienced and 
not just memorized.  Because of the interactive, 
concrete approach we take in the earlier years, 
mathematics becomes a topic that entices and 
motivates students, enabling them to conquer 
more complicated and abstract concepts as the 
years progress.  
 
Social Studies: Our children become young, 
worldly scholars as our program tracks the 
development of societies from ancient civilization 
through current times.  We supplement their 
classroom education with exciting, educational 
field trips where students can pan for gold, visit 
our State Capitol buildings in Sacramento, 
explore Alcatraz and more. 
 
 

 

 
“I love the small class size, the 
one-on-one attention I get and 

the atmosphere in the 
classroom.  Everyone is 

family.” 
 

-Alicia Crew 
8th Grade 

 

Elementary and Middle School 
. 



 

Spanish: Manhattan Academy students 
become proficient in both written and verbal 
Spanish language skills.  In addition, by 
studying the heritage of many Spanish-speaking 
countries, our students have a better 
understanding of diverse cultures and are ready 
and able to be more productive world citizens 
because of this broad cultural knowledge. 
 
The Arts: This program provides students 
numerous opportunities for individual creativity 
and expression through a range of subjects in 
visual arts, music and drama.  Each year, 
students dazzle audiences at the Spring Vocal 
Concert and the Holiday Show, display their 
work at our Art Gala and demonstrate their 
ever-increasing skills in piano, dance and vocal 
technique.   
 
Computer Technology: As an educational institution, we feel it 
is incumbent upon us to prepare our students for the fast-
paced, technological world in which they will soon be immersed.  
Our computer classes, offered in our own computer lab, provide 
each student a gateway into the communication and research 
media of the future. 
 
Physical Education: Nourishing the physical strength and 
coordination of our students is a top priority.  Our spacious 
gymnasium, playgrounds and swimming pool are perfect for 
basketball, volleyball, swimming, water polo, and a variety of 
games and relays, which help to grow our students physically, 
as well as build teamwork and sportsmanship among peers.   
 

 

 
“The teachers here 

encourage and challenge 
you, so you learn a lot 

more.” 
 

- Kira Coyne 
7th Grade 

 

Elementary and Middle School 
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Monday-Friday, 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
 

         Added specialists are also included in the program and offer a wide variety of classes at an additional      
       cost.  These classes include, but are not limited to: 

� Golf � Dance � Guitar � Chess � Tennis � Swim Instruction (seasonal) � Piano � Tae Kwon Do � Vocal 

We believe it is important to build a strong sense of 
community at Manhattan Academy.  We are well 
known for being not just a school, but a family center 
as well. Family events, school-wide picnics, weekend 
outings, and our goal to give back to the community 
are just a few of the many ways that the involvement 
of our parents helps to make Manhattan Academy 
the warm and vibrant place it is. 

Manhattan Academy strives to instill in students an 
awareness of and a gratitude for all they have 
received. In return, our older students are expected to 
perform community service throughout the year – 
from packing lunches for the homeless, writing letters 
to injured veterans, playing bingo with their senior 
citizen neighbors and participating in beach/park 
clean-up events.   

Here at Manhattan Academy, a hallmark of our 
philosophy is teaching with innovation.  We feel that 
by combining an excellent core curriculum with 
intellectually stimulating activities that move beyond 
the textbook, we are providing a strong foundation for 
our students as they progress through their academic 
careers.  For example, we supplement our curriculum 
extensively through educational field trips, hands-on 
laboratory experiments, individual and group projects, 
journalism assignments and public speaking 
presentations.  

A fun and exciting summer awaits your child at Manhattan Academy Summer Day Camp.  Our program 
provides lasting summertime memories while continuing our academic commitment.  Our camp facilities offer a 
large swimming pool, swim lessons given by Red Cross certified instructors, several playgrounds and a 
gymnasium, perfect for all of our campers’ favorite sports.  Our older campers attend exciting field trips and have 
the opportunity to be assessed and given an individualized academic curriculum designed to prepare them for the 
next school year.  All campers participate in exciting, stimulating themes, providing the memorable summertime 
experiences that they crave.   
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Hours of Operation: 
 



 
 
 

The giggles and squeals of happy babies can now be heard from the classrooms of 
Manhattan Academy! We are proud to announce the opening of our new Infant 
Center, bringing these little ones into the Manhattan Academy family.  The Center 
boasts a state of the art facility that provides a fun, loving and nurturing environment 
for our youngest “students.”  It allows your children to explore and learn from the 
latest materials, toys and equipment.  Planned specifically to suit the needs of infants, 
each room is psychologically soothing, physically motivating, and socially interactive.  
The new center is designed to be your child’s second home – a cozy place where they 
feel safe, loved and inspired to grow.   
 
 
 

We take pride in the reputation that has been 
developed here at Manhattan Academy – one of 
academic rigor and excellence.  However, with the 
inception of our new Infant Center, we have 
infused an even greater sense of tenderness and 
warmth into our program.  We believe in offering 
our little ones a rich curriculum that provides 
opportunities to grow and master cognitive skills, 
but also a haven where they feel enthralled by the 
sight of a new toy, free to investigate their 
environment in search of new adventures, and safe 
enough to be rocked to sleep in the arms of an 
adoring teacher.    
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Manhattan Academy is proud to offer its youngest students an 
amazing start to their experience in school. This exceptional program 
provides little ones the opportunity to socialize and exposes them to 
various cognitive and creative activities to spark their interest.  
Although all infants in the Infant Center have their own individual 
schedules, each of their days at Manhattan Academy share common 
features.  All of our infants participate in developmentally appropriate 
experiences such as water play, art, music and movement, story time, 
block play, baby massages, tummy time activities and much more.  
Each activity provides them with frequent opportunities to promote 
growth in all areas of development: social, emotional, physical and 
cognitive.   Our programs include diapers and wipes at no charge. 
 

Your child’s time at the Manhattan Academy Infant Center will be filled with magical discoveries, 
developmental achievements, strides in independence and, of course, constant affection!  We thank 
you for considering us for your little one.  We hope you will become a part of the family! 
 

From our talented staff, our infants receive the love, safety, and 
adoration that they deserve and need.  Our infant teachers comprise a 
team of devoted professionals who have obtained additional education 
in the development of this age group. Their innate natures, coupled 
with their training and experience in the field, have made them 
sensitive to the requirements of infants and qualified to address them.   
They make sure that your child’s needs are met in a stimulating and 
developmentally appropriate environment, while also helping you to 
embrace and savor the wonderful adventures that are in store for you 
and your child. 
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